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of various sizes and had them carried to the waiting Persian.
" Tell the Shah/' so ran his message, " these are the coin
struck in Portugal to pay those kings who ask for tribute
from any vassal of D. Manuel, King of Portugal and the
Indies and the Kingdom of Ormuz!" At a future date he,
Albuquerque, hoped to see the Shah of Persia face to face
after conquering all his towns and villages. When this
meeting took place, the Shah could ask again for tribute!

It was a blow to the ambassador. He appealed to Coge-
atar, but Cogeatar, who was enjoying himself for the first
time since the Portuguese came to Ormuz, complacently
repeated Albuquerque's words. The message duly reached
the Shah and gave him food for thought, but he conceived
a tremendous admiration for the man who sent it.

All was going well. Ormuz was completely pacified,
Cogeatar submissive, Rasnoradin friendly, the fortress was
progressing, the factory was installed. Already Albuquerque
dreamed of passing to the mainland and achieving more
distant and exciting conquests, when his five captains, of
deliberate intent, ruined everything!